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Juvenile Crimes: Age versus Mind 

By- Shramana Sengupta 

Even in the present scenario of our world, the rates of youth crime have been seen to be fallen 

since the mid of 1990s. Yet, there is a presence of fear between the public groups along with 

political rhetoric over this as the issue has heightened. Often, to be focused on the reasons of 

its happening, there lays an underlying problem behind this which mostly includes child 

poverty, irregularity and immaturity in terms of decision-making processes or any social 

disadvantage which leads to youth crime. From a certain standpoint, the adolescent offenders 

generally get caught in the crossfire between nurturance of childhood and punishment of 

criminals. Moreover, amid this arousing debate, the Department of the National Research 

Council's Panel on Juvenile Crime steps ahead with an authoritative review of the best 

available analyzed data. Only because of the juvenile crimes it affects not only the victims of 

the crime, but also it equally forbids their family members to lead a positive life and therefore 

brings a partial challenge to the society as a whole. Further to highlight some other portions 

of this we can also find that the most profound consequences of these crimes relate to either 

their socio-economic or psychological problems which leads them to get involved in crimes 

like robberies, rapes, etc. even including consumption of alcohol and drugs. Therefore, the 

victims who commit these juvenile crimes, they not only challenge their future but also 

degrades their mindsets which further leads them to commit even more heinous crimes in 

their lives that generally causes a big mislead to the society as a whole, moreover, to the 

nation itself. 
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Introduction 

Juvenile crime is being named as one of the nation's serious problems. Concern regarding this 

crime has been widely shared by the local government officials, state, federal as well as by 

the public as we can see that in recent years, this concern has developed with a massive rise 

in juvenile violence which initially took place in the mid of 1980s and peaked in the early 

1990s. Although the rate of juvenile crime has been seen to have fallen since the mid-1990s, 
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yet this decrease in its rate has nowhere alleviated the concern. A Latin maxim that suits best 

for the Juvenile Justice system in India is 'Nil Novi Spectrum' which implies that nothing is 

new on this earth. There has always existed an assumption in the whole world since the 

antique period that the Juveniles should be dealt moderately because there exists a system of 

consideration which says– Young folks usually have a habit to react in a serious and 

prolonged aggravation which is accompanied with aggressive approaches. In the last few 

years, it is also observed that the crimes done by children under the age of 15-16 years have 

enlarged extensively. The general propensity or the psychology behind the commitment of 

the crime or the causes of the crime is early-life experiences, dominant masculinity, lack of 

education, etc. It is a matter of disgrace that the children under the age of 6-10 are nowadays 

used as instruments for carrying out illegal activities. Since the minds of the kids hold an 

innocent and manipulative character, they can be lured at a scanty cost.
1
 

Before the Juvenile Justice Act of 2015, 2000 and 1986, there existed the Children Act of 

1960 that intended to give possessions to the international responses towards the issue of 

Juvenile Justice by which they provided a uniform policy that sheltered the interests and 

rights of a Juvenile, and that looked at the care, treatment, psychoanalysis and development 

of a child per se. 

 

Concept of Crime 

The word "Crime" was initially taken from a Latin term "Crimen" which means "to charge". 

The concept of crime has always been reliant on public opinion. Therefore, to know about the 

nature and the content of crime, we must at first know what 'Law' is because the two 

questions "Crime" and "Law" are so closely interrelated with each other that it is very 

difficult to understand one without knowing the other. "Law", is the aggregate of rules set by 

men politically superior, or sovereign, to men as politically subject. But all the violations of 

law are not crimes for an act done in breach of the law of contract, personal law or civil law, 

are only civil wrongs leading to civil proceedings. Only such violations, which jeopardize the 

safety of an individual, his freedom and property, are crimes. To common man crimes are 

                                                           
1
 Kiran Phogat, JUVENILE DELINQUENCY IN INDIA CAUSES AND PREVENTION (Sep. 02, 2020, 09:20 
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those acts which citizens in society "consider worthy of serious condemnation". Therefore, 

crime is an act which is both forbidden by law and the moral sentiments of the society.
2
 

 

Historical Background of Juvenile Justice 

The legal concept of juvenile status, being similar to the notion of childhood itself, is 

comparatively new. The juvenile court system was established in the U.S. almost more than a 

century ago, with the first court appearing in Illinois in 1899. Before that time, the youths 

were seen as "miniature adults", and thus, they were being punished as adults. But 

advancements in the understanding of child development and the push for a more concerned 

approach changed all of that Moreover, during the 16th century, the Educational Reform 

Movement in England which alleged the youths to be different from adults, with less than 

fully developed moral and cognitive capacities, fuelled the movement for juvenile justice 

reform in America. 

By the mid of 19th century, the formation of houses of refuge, innovations such as cottage 

institutions, probation and out-of-home placement were introduced. These new approaches 

were, in general, was the result of enterprising social reformers who required new and 

improved ways to address the problem of wayward youth. 

This compilation of institutions and programs were finally brought together with the making 

of the juvenile court. First, it was established in 1899 in Cook County, Illinois and then 

rapidly extended across the country; further, the juvenile court became the most unifying 

entity that led to a juvenile justice system. 

 

Who is a Juvenile? 

'A 'Juvenile' is a person who has not reached the majority age or is under the age of 18. In 

India, before passing of the Children Act, 1960, there was no constancy regarding age limit of 

a juvenile delinquent. Generally, a "child" means an individual who has not attained the age 

of 18 years and is not mature to realize the difference between right and wrong. In the 

modern age, the penal laws in most of the countries have adopted the code of 'doli 
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 Glory Nirmala K. & Serkaddis Zegeye, THE CONCEPT OF CRIME, Mar. 2012.  
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incapax'. Moreover, the penal laws also state that only child between the age of seven to 

twelve years can be convicted, provided that, the act they have committed is a heinous crime. 

They have familiarity and have attained adequate knowledge to understand the consequences 

of their actions.
3
 

 

Present Perception on Juvenile Justice 

In criminal justice programs, a major learning purpose is to expose students to a wide range 

of experiences and career paths that are available in criminal justice. Technological advances 

enlarge instructional strategies so that the students may achieve more practical experience in 

the field of education and correct the wrong perceptions about the criminal justice system. 

Adolescence is diverse, yet is a fleeting, period of development between childhood and 

adulthood that are being characterized by an increase in terms of experimentation and risk-

taking, a propensity to reduce long-term consequences, and keen their sensitivity toward 

peers and other social influences. A key purpose of adolescence is developing an integrated 

sense of self, including personal identity, individualization and separation from parents. 

Experimentation and novelty-seeking behaviour, such as having alcohol and drugs in use, 

unsafe sex, etc. are thought to provide several adaptive functions notwithstanding their risks. 

Much adolescent concern in criminal activity is a part of the regular developmental process of 

identity formation, and most teenagers will mature out of these tendencies. Evidence of 

considerable changes in brain structure and function during adolescence strongly suggests 

that these cognitive tendencies attribute of adolescents are connected with biological 

immaturity of the brain and with a disproportion among developing brain systems. This 

imbalance model implies dual systems. It was in this framework that the Office of Juvenile 

Justice and Delinquency Prevention (OJJDP) asked the National Research Council to set up a 

committee in terms of conducting a study of juvenile justice reform. The objective 

of Reforming Juvenile Justice: A Developmental Approach was, therefore, to re-examine the 

recent advances in behavioral and neuroscience research and illustrate the implications of this 

data for juvenile justice reform, to assess the new generation of reform activities which were 

occurring in the United States, and to consider the performance of OJJDP in carrying out its 
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statutory mission along with its prospective role in supporting scientifically based reform 

efforts. 

 

Laws relating to Juvenile Crime 

According to sub-section 12 of Section 2 of The Juvenile (Care and Protection) Act, 2015, a 

"child" means an individual who has not completed eighteen years of age. The Act classifies 

the term "child" further into two categories: – 

 "Child in conflict with law", and 

 "Child in need of care and protection". 

The child who has committed a felony and he or she are under the age of 18 years on the date 

of commission of that felony are called a "child in conflict with law". The second category is 

"child in need of care and protection" which means a child as defined under Section 14 of the 

Act. 

 Children Act, 1960: Section 2(e) of the Act states "child" means a boy who has not 

attained the age of sixteen years or a girl who has not attained the age of eighteen 

years. 

 United Nations Convention: The UN Convention on the Rights of Child, 1989 

defines that "child" means a human being below the age of eighteen years unless the 

law declaration applicable to the child, the majority is attained earlier. 

The Act mentioned above consisted of 63 Sections, 7 Chapters and is extended to the whole 

of India except Jammu and Kashmir. The main purpose of the Act was to provide care and 

security, treatment, development and analysis of the abandoned juvenile delinquent. The 

main objectives of the Act were: 

1. The act is mostly laid down based on a uniform framework for the juvenile justice in-

country in such a way that it protects the right and interest of the juvenile. 

2. It sets out the fundamental provisions for the proper and fair administration of 

criminal justice in case of heinous crime done by juvenile offenders. 

Further, the rising number of cases on juvenile crimes in the last few years and the terrible 

incident of "Delhi Gang Rape Case" have strained the lawmakers to come up with the law. 
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The major disadvantage of the Act was that it contains ill-equipped legal provisions and the 

malfunctioning juvenile system was also one of the major reasons in the prevention of 

juvenile crimes in India. Therefore, the act was soon replaced by The Juvenile Justice (Care 

and Protection) Act, 2015.
4
 

 

Case Laws 

 In case of Deoki Nandan Dayma v. State of Uttar Pradesh
5
, the court held that entry 

in the record of school mentioning the date of birth of student is admissible evidence 

in determining the age of the juvenile or to show that whether the accused is juvenile 

or child. 

 In case of Krishna Bhagwan v. State of Bihar
6
, the court held that for the intention of 

trial under Juvenile Justice Board, the applicable date for the considering the age of 

juvenile should be on which the offence has been committed. 

One of the most important principles of Criminal Jurisprudence is the Doctrine of 'Doli 

Incapax', which enunciates the criminal accountability of the Juvenile. When this doctrine is 

applied and interpreted with regards to the Indian Laws, the result it gives is that no juvenile 

under or of the age of 7 years should be charged for the commission of the crime. 

The doctrine of 'Doli Incapax' means the inability of committing a crime. It finds its basis on 

article 40 (3) (a) of the United Nations Convention on Rights of Child, which states that 

every country must declare the minimum age for the children who should be refrained from 

any criminal liability because of their inability to decipher the nature and consequences of the 

act. 

The main objectives of this doctrine can be elucidated through the following points: 

 A child should be confined from the gravity of punishment inflicted upon him for his 

actions. A reformative approach should be initiated to make the child overcome his 

paranoia. 

                                                           
4
 Purtl Vyas, AN ANALYTICAL STUDY OF JUVENILE JUSTICE SYSTEM IN INDIA, (Sep. 12, 2020, 

05:24 PM), https://blog.ipleaders.in.  
5
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 A child who belongs from the age group of 7 years and below, doesn't hold the mental 

aptitude to analyze the consequences of his acts, he/ she may lack the be a ground for 

trial unless accompanied with 'mens rea'. 

 

Conclusion  

The increase in the rates of juvenile crime in India is undoubtedly a very concerning issue 

which needs to be focused upon. Although the government has laid various legislation and 

rules to end the incidents of juvenile crimes, the present laws on juveniles are not forming 

any deterrent effect on the juveniles. Thus the results are not productive, and the legislative 

intent is not accomplishing. This brief review of research highlights that a popular opinion 

about the family collision is wrong: parental absence is not significantly related to juvenile 

delinquency. Family communications have greater persuade on delinquency. On the other 

hand, children reared by parents who are neglected or rejected by their parents are likely to be 

deeply influenced by their community environments, which may offer opportunities and 

encouragement for criminal behaviour. 

 

 Suggestions   

 Gender basis on the Observation Homes while deploying service staff desires to be 

looked into that where only male staff for boys' surveillance homes and six female 

staff for girls' surveillance should be maintained to not help in creating an unpleasant 

situation in their contexts.  

 Counselling the inmates of Observation Homes needs to be made more effective, 

which could be only known through recurring of delinquents to parental place and 

live a normal life and attend to their education or work activities. 

 There should be an adequate moral education given to the elderly in the underclass 

areas to train persons.  

 There should be the formation of good jobs mainly to accommodate underclass 

employable persons who guarantee regular and better income for them with which 

they live a better family life and also afford to prove good education and quality 

living arrangements to their children.  
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 There should be regular watch and word deployed in the urban underclass areas to 

monitor the movements of people of the locality and guide and punish if required their 

mistakes there and then which would facilitate them to hold a tab on themselves. 

  

  

 

   

 


