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ABSTRACT  

The Constitution of India perceives the idea of ethnic personality and makes sufficient game plans for it. 

Indeed, the drafters gave due acknowledgment to the various communities and made expound 

arrangements to empower them, to encourage leading to promotion of their diversity. In other words, 

rather than dispiriting differences, the Constitution underestimates them and offers sufficient offices for 

their demeanor and development. The Constitution of India guarantees that, from one perspective, no 

group is discriminated or disadvantaged and, on the other, that each such group may preserve the 

identities peculiar to itself. This paper is a detailed investigation of the distinctive Constitutional 

provisions that have been made for the general public and not anyone particular community. 

  

INTRODUCTION 

According to the United Nations – “Human rights are rights inherent to all human beings, whatever our 

nationality, place of residence, sex, national or ethnic origin, religion, language, or any other status. We 

are all equally entitled to our human rights without discrimination. These rights are all interrelated, 

interdependent and indivisible”.
1 Universal Human rights are frequently expressed and ensured by law, 

in the types of treaties, general principles and other sources of global law. International human rights 

law lays down obligations of Governments to act in certain ways or to refrain from certain acts, in order 
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to promote and protect human rights and fundamental freedoms of individuals or groups. Whereas 

“Culture” is considered a central concept which encompasses the range of phenomena that are 

transmitted through social learning in human societies, on the other hand “Diversity” are the 

characteristics that people are used to confirm themselves with respect to others “that person is different 

from me”. These characteristics mostly include demographic factors like race, gender, and age) as well 

as values and cultural norms. 

"Cultural Diversity" administration is demonstrated by institutionalized arrangements to resolve issues 

produced by pluralism which means the recognition and affirmation of diversity within a political body, 

which is seen to permit the peaceful coexistence of different interests, convictions, and lifestyles which 

are based on mutual consent. Among the various institutional arrangements accessible, the most 

important is the manner in which a nation's constitution is framed as in light of the fact that a 

constitution isn't just a political administrative document concerning the conveyance of powers, 

privileges as well as reflecting social qualities, personalities, convictions and so on vested in citizens of 

our country.  

The well renowned American jurist 'Oliver Wendell Holmes' had once said that - "The constitution is 

not a document of fastidious dialectics, but means of ordering the life of a people. It is an organic 

growth"
2
. A compelling constitution reflects assorted variety. By this he wishes to say that an efficacious 

constitution is the one which reflects multiculturalism/diversity and if not, people are going to feel 

antagonized. Thus, an ideal multicultural state is the one which takes appropriate cognizance of the 

cultures and values of its society and consolidates the equivalent in the polity, that is, the constitution of 

country. 

 

MULTICULTURAL PROVISIONS 

1. General  

We all know that the Preamble of the Indian Constitution begins with the words "We, the People of 

India". This very expression implies that the Constitution isn't for any one society of people yet for all 

the citizens residing in this immense nation regardless of the caste, creed, race or religion that they 
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belong to inferring the idea of diverse society. This sentiment of unity is further strengthened with the 

inclusion of the words 'Fraternity, unity and integrity' including a feeling of fellowship and harmony 

among every citizen of our country. 

Part II of the Indian Constitution which is 'Citizenship' accommodates the acknowledgment of single 

citizenship, dissimilar to other federal constitutions which provides for a dual citizenship {a person is 

both a citizen of the country as well as the State in which he/she resides}. This thought of two-fold 

citizenship is prominently missing in India and the drafters intentionally kept away from it in the bigger 

interests of the nation.  

Part III of the Indian Constitution entitled as 'Fundamental Rights' accommodates six classifications of 

rights comprehensive of individual and collective rights. People couldn't have lived equally in any way 

if his/her community was at a disadvantaged position in the society.' For the satisfaction of this, Article 

15(1)
3
 gives that the State will not oppress any resident on grounds just of religion, race, position, sex, 

place of birth or anything else. Article 16(2)
4
 gives that no resident will on the above be qualified for, or 

oppressed in regard of, any business or office under the State. Further, Article 16(5)
5
 gives that a law 

may recommend that "the incumbent of an office in connection with the affairs of any religious or 

denominational institution, or any member of the governing body thereof, shall be a person professing a 

particular religion or belonging to a particular denomination." India being a place that is known for 

diverse culture, the designers joined these articles explicitly to forestall the majoritarian impact over 

minorities. 

2. Minority 

India is country of composite population with groupism ideology on the basis of religion, language, 

caste or backwardness - for example, the Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes, Anglo Indians, Muslims, 

Paris’s, Sikhs, and Indian Christians etc. The drafters of the Indian Constitution thought upon the 

approaches to shield the interests of the minorities and shield them from all types of separation and 

consequently empower them to get themselves incorporated in standard public life. To provide 

assistance to these people, Articles 29 and 30 give certain social and instructive rights to the minorities. 
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4
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5
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These two articles owe its root to the Constitution of Burma and the Irish republic. Article 29(1)
6
 any 

section of the citizens residing in the territory of India having a distinct language, script or culture of its 

own shall have the right to conserve the same. This implies that if a cultural minority needs to safeguard 

its own language and culture, the state can't by law force on it some other culture having a local 

majority. Indeed, the designers of the Constitution offered assurance to both the strict and semantic 

minorities through this arrangement. Further, Article 29(2)
7
 denies any discrimination against any 

citizen on the basis of religion, race, caste or language in the matter of admission into educational 

institutions maintained or aided by the state. 

The reason for all these above-mentioned provisions "is to integrate the minorities into one standard of 

public life and hence hold within proper limits the troublesome powers which may somehow be 

delivered by the presence of a few minority gatherings". 

 

MEASURES OF SAFEGAURDING DIVERSITY 

Multiculturalism is viewed as the foundation of the country. The Constitution of India clarifies what sort 

of country we are, featuring our mutual past and shared fate. It likewise contains certain institutional 

safeguards for the convenience of diversity. As has been already discussed and elaborated upon that the 

Constitution provides for certain cultural rights for the accommodation of diversities. In any case, only 

cultural rights are by it not sufficient for a long-term resolution of conflicts, what is needed at the same 

time is a level of political acknowledgment by which the identities align themselves as an aspect of the 

political framework.  

The Indian Constitution starting with Article 1
8
 states that "India, that is Bharat, will be a Union of 

States" and its Article 3
9
 has engaged that the parliament " may by law form a new state by separation of 

territory from any state or by uniting two or more states or part of the States or by uniting any territory 

to a part of any state ". The purpose behind the reception of this government structure with a strong 

Center was to guarantee the regional, political social monetary unification of the assorted Indian culture 

for the overall advancement of the people of this nation.  
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The drafters of the constitution faced the major problem of reconciling the democracy of the nation as 

well as to preserve the rich diversity of our society, on the question of the ‘premise’ or ‘criterion’ of the 

formation the state. It is appropriate to specify here that all the individuals were not consistent with 

respect to the idea of conceding statehood status to the identities in light of the fact that as they would 

like to think it would lead to breaking down the nation. All things considered since 1960s, different 

types of decentralization like state, sub-state and self-governing boards were made inside the established 

structure to give self-sufficiency to the diverse elements. So as to give further degree to convenience, the 

Constitution accommodated the Fifth and the Sixth Schedule which enabled the individuals towards 

more up to date and fresher types of self-rule and shared-rule. 

So as to encourage the idea of self-rule when the question of linguistic territories came up, the 

Constituent Assembly settled the Linguistic Provinces Commission or “Dar Commission”
10

 on June 17, 

1948. After a careful examination of the conditions winning in the nation, the Commission was not for 

conceding quick statehood on linguistic premise, yet unequivocally suggested the formation of an all 

Indian National Identity. Based on the Commission's report, by 1956, eight major linguistic 

communities i.e., Assamese, Bengali Kannada, Kashmiri, Malayalam, Oriya, Tamil and Telugu got 

separate states. This cycle didn't reach a conclusion. By 1960, two more language gatherings (Gujarati 

and Marathi), and by 1966, one more language gathering (Punjabi) got independent statehood. 

Notwithstanding this were the effectively existent five Hindi speaking states, specifically Bihar, Uttar 

Pradesh, Haryana, Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh. In this manner till the mid-sixty’s, language played a 

prominent role in the process of political decentralization and subsequently strengthened the promotion 

of cultural diversity.  

The linguistic rearrangement of states offered driving force to other ethnic groups to look for political 

acknowledgment as statehood. Nonetheless, it ought to be referenced here that composers of the 

Constituent Assembly were similarly worried about the question of political security to the ethnic 

identities living in the various corners of the nation particularly of the northeastern area. In this way it is 

clear from the Constituent Assembly debates that the idea of multicultural decentralization so as to offer 

self-governance to the diverse ethnic communities was clear since autonomy. 
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Critics anyway catch that this proportion of multicultural self-administration might prompt 

disintegration of the country by detaching these tribes. What they fail to comprehend is that however 

this Schedule has given a specific level of self-government toward the north-eastern States, yet the laws 

and guidelines to be made by the District Councils are dependent upon the control of the Governor of 

Assam. The standard behind multicultural decentralization is to permit each gathering and network to 

develop as per their virtuoso and culture. In this regard, it very well may be said that the Sixth Schedule 

plays out a double job. It attempts to fulfill these individuals and simultaneously goes along with them to 

the remainder of the nation without allowing them to withdraw from the Union.  

The manner in which India has kept up its solidarity while numerous South Asian and European nations 

have disintegrated is well reflective of the way that this strange type of decentralization has added to the 

strengthening of public solidarity. 

 

EFFECTS OF CONSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORK ON DIVERSITY 

Despite the fact that the Constitution somehow or another looked to subordinate the customary 

foundations of the tribal to the authority of our moderns District Councils, that traditional culture was 

regarded and respected, and not assaulted in any ways. For example, Article 371(A)
11

 accommodates the 

protection of Naga standard laws. Such sacred provisions have end up being successful in overseeing 

ethno-patriot clashes that describe a significant number of such zones, and at the same time mirrored the 

estimations of various communities in the Indian nation. 

"A tremendous land having the second largest population on the planet, socially and monetarily 

impeded, having diverse culture and for the first time in 150 years responsible for its own future which 

was to endeavor to accomplish regulatory and political solidarity and a financial and social upheaval 

under a democratic constitution". Drafting the Indian Constitution was a very great challenge for the 

designers, however the manner in which the constitution had worked during the most recent 58 years 

mirrors the degree to which constitution has been instrumental in engrossing diversity.  

The constitution has impeccably met unanticipated circumstances for example inconvenience of 

President's rule in botched states; realignment of state boundaries over and over has tried to determine 
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strains. Very mindful of the gigantic linguistic diversity of the nation, the subject of official language 

has been settled inside a system of compromise. The language of the constitution is rarely tyrant. The 

Constitution has been built up with the acknowledged standards of “public conduct”. Besides, it has set 

out the public standards as well as given the means to accomplish it as its adequacy is clear over the 

most recent 58 years. There is plentiful extension for adjustments through amendments, means the 

farsightedness of framers that in a multicultural reality, an unbending constitution couldn't have been 

successful in the Indian context. It is fascinating to take note of that while in France, China and so on the 

constitution had been absolutely rethought, in India the revisions have been sufficient to address the 

issues and desires. Whatever institutional change have been achieved, it has been democratic in essence.  

The constitution has been a triumph, one may state, summarizing this line of contention, in light of the 

fact that there have been no immediate assaults on it or on the establishments it made, and on the 

grounds that the frontier experience, the initiative, the mass party, and the organization have given a 

positive sacred environment. 

 

CONCLUSION 

The above study on the basic rights that the Indian Constitution guarantees to promote not only diversity 

but also provides scope for accommodations identities. However, in India the question of 

accommodating diversities is dug in the Constitution itself. The Constitution has likewise assumed a 

huge function in obliging these assorted varieties through the various degrees of decentralization which 

looked to give political self-sufficiency while commending diversity. Actually, the quintessence of 

multicultural decentralization in India lies in the congruence between political boundaries and ethno-

semantic boundaries of the individuals.  

Justice Das in the State of Bombay v. Bombay Education Society
12

 - "We the individuals of India have 

surrendered to ourselves the Constitution which isn't for a specific culture identity, rather for all. Thus, 

the provisions are proposed to secure/protect everyone in the society and not only the majority".  

The above contentions unmistakably recommends that the designers of the Indian Constitution properly 

perceived that in a multicultural nation like India, there can be no place for one language, one ideology, 
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one faith, one religion or one culture yet the Constitution ought to give extension to 'social space' for its 

various entities. That is the motivation behind why during the most recent 58 years roughly multiple 

times our Constitution have been revised (changes go about as safeguards and along these lines keeping 

the country attached to a single thread of solidarity) to give extension to identity recognition and hence 

this 'living archive' has very much adjusted itself with the expectations and desires of the Indians. A 

series of amendments to the constitution have testified to the resilience of the system. 

 

 


